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The Koko-nor pomps are celebrated all over Mongolia
and northern China, as much on account of their speed as
for their wonderful endurance. While I do not believe
that they are faster than the eastern Mongol horses,
their powers of endurance are certainly wonderful. They
average, probably, thirteen hands high, and are mostly
light gray or black. The Tibetans never feed them, even
when traveling, nor at that time are the saddles ever re-
moved from their backs. When horses have been ridden
too hard and are greatly fatigued, they doctor them with
dried meat powdered, or else tea-leaves mixed with tsamba
and butter. When on a journey, they hobble and side-line
them during the day, and at night attach them by one foot
to a rope made fast to the ground with pegs, and only a
few feet away from their camp-fire. These horses are never
shod on the hind feet, and but seldom even on the fore feet.
The most influential and wealthy portion of the Koko-
nor Tibetans is the lama class, which has greatly increased
in numbers in Amdo/on account of the reputed holiness of
i It is extremely difficult to form    within tbe agricultural regions where
even, a very rough estimate of the    supplies are easily procured. The
population of this part oi the Chi-    largest lamasery is Lh'abrang, four
nese empire, as the only basis we    days 'south of Kuei-te, with about
have is the mimber of lamas inhabit-    5000 lamas, Kumbum, which, prior to
ing the lamaseries of Amdo, which    the Mohammedan rebellion, had over
is estimated by persons in a position    7000 lamas, has now only 3000.
to be well informed at from 25,000 to    There are twenty-two other lama-
30,000, about two-thirds being Koko-    series in Amdo, with from 200 to 1000
nor Tibetans, the other third Koko-    lamas each. 'The above estimate of
nor and Ts'aidam Mongols, eastern    the Tibetan population on the border
Mongols, and Tibetans. It is safe to    of Kan-su covers the whole of Kan-su
reckon that one male out of every    and the north and south Koko-nor,
three becomes a lama; consequently    the Golok, of course, excepted. The
the population of Koko-nor Tibetans    " Hsi-yu k'ao ku lu," Bk. 16, says that
is approximately 30,000 males, or    a census of the non-Chinese tribes
about 50,000, including the females,    under the supervision of the Hsi-ning
who are probably less numerous    Amban, made in 1725, gave 50,020
than the males. It must be borne    persons. This includes Tibetan tribes
in mind that outside of the border    living in K'amdo which I have ex-
there are no lamaseries; they are all    eluded.